Editorial
From the time that the Transcultural Nursing Society (TCNS) was founded in 1974 until the summer of 1989, papers presented at each Annual Conference were bound into a book of Conference Proceedings. The eight Proceedings were the predecessor of the Journal of Transcultural Nursing (JTN). The first JTN was published in 1989, Madeleine Leininger was listed as Editor, Grayce Roessler was Associate Editor, and Michael Carter was listed as Production Editor. We were fortunate that one of our TCNS members, Dr. Michael Carter, Dean of the College of Nursing at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center in Memphis, TN, assumed responsibility for the costs, production, printing, and mailing of the JTN. His Administrative Assistant, Ms. Mary Goode, assisted with formatting, printing, and mailing. The University of Tennessee published the JTN from Summer 1989 (Vol. 1, No. 1) through Summer 1991 (Vol. 3, No. 1). But after printing the JTN for several years, the University of Tennessee was no longer in a position to continue maintaining the costs of publishing the journal. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Michael Carter; he made the JTN a reality.
In 1992, the Society contracted with a private desktop publisher, Mr. Ron Jordan, to publish JTN. Starting with Vol. 3, No. 2 (Winter 1992), Mr. Jordan served as Production Editor as well as publisher and continued a semiannual schedule until 1998, in which only one issue was published.
Those early years of the JTN were precarious. The Society was a new organization and the membership was small. The number of manuscript submissions was still low and many submissions were not publishable. It took considerable time to read manuscripts, write lengthy reviews, and communicate at length with authors about revisions and time lines. By the mid-1990s, some of us had concerns about the JTN. First, we were still receiving a limited number of manuscripts. Second, although we do not talk much about it, there were serious conflicts over the content of the journal. Some on the Editorial Board believed that only manuscripts that used Leininger's Sunrise Model or Leininger's theory should be published in the JTN. I personally never heard Dr. Leininger advocate or suggest this policy, but numerous anecdotal comments indicated that articles were rejected because the author had not used the Sunrise Model. At the same time, other Board Members argued that the JTN should accept manuscripts that contained other theoretical viewpoints.
In With the encouragement of the Transition Team, Marty resigned as chair and applied for the position as Editor of the JTN. Her application was immediately accepted! Even then, the JTN took a tremendous amount of time, energy, and effort over several years before things stabilized. I believe that two factors were critical: having Marty Douglas as the Editor of the JTN and turning the publication of the JTN over to Sage Publications.
